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County Agent’s Notes: November 20, 2000
New Master Gardener class to be organized…
Last spring, beginning the last week in January and lasting until the first week in March,
the first class of Attala Master Gardeners was organized and trained. A group of seventeen
people, mostly from Attala County, received in-depth instruction in a wide range of subjects
related to gardening, including soils, plant diseases, entomology, ornamentals, shrubs,
vegetables, and others. The group met twice each week on Monday and Thursday evenings for
four hours.
Master Gardener is a nationwide program consisting of hundreds of local groups who
receive instruction on a level equivalent to a full-fledged college course. These volunteers then
work in their communities helping others with gardening projects and providing information that
supplements the efforts of local Extension agents.
A fifty dollar registration fee is charged to pay for materials and snacks for breaks during
the course. The participants complete their training by doing forty hours of volunteer work in
the community with beautification projects and helping others with planning and problem-
solving.
All this may sound very rigorous, but it’s really a lot of fun. Last year, sections of the
training were led by some very notable authorities, including Dr. Jim Jarratt in entomology, Dr.
David Tatum in shrubs and trees, Mrs. Donna Belich in plant propagation, and Mr. Norman
Winter in ornamentals. These well-known people, along with myself and other agents from
surrounding counties, produced a program of instruction that I feel provided the participants with
many new skills in the area of gardening.
We hope to repeat this program in 2001 in a very similar fashion, and we already have
enough people signed up to conduct the course. If you would like to participate in the 2001
Master Gardener class, please let us know by the first week of December so that we can begin to
assemble all the materials required for the class. I would like to have a class of about 25 this
year.
Last year’s volunteers are nearing the completion of their volunteer hours now, and
evidence of their work can be seen all around the area. An activity we are particularly proud of
was the planting of the pots around the Court Square that was coordinated by Mrs. Camile
Watkins, a member of the 2000 Master Gardener class. Others have worked in activities with
local schools, 4-H Clubs, and retirement homes.
Another Master Gardener, Mrs. Marilyn Lindsay Boles, succeeded in getting a grant from
the National Tree Trust which will provide tree seedlings of several types to be planted in area
parks, and around schools and public buildings in the county. This activity will be done in the
early spring, and promises to improve the appearance of several of our public places.
This is a great program, and one in which I could spend most of my time. However, the
program is designed to be run by the volunteers themselves. My part is to train and provide
information to the group; the rest is up to Master Gardeners and their dedication and desire to
improve our community. If you have the time and the desire to learn more about gardening and
to help beautify our area, we would like to have you in this program.
Call or come by our office at the Fairgrounds. The phone number is , or you
can e-mail us at .

